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Overview of KIU and KIU network structure
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Abstract: Presently a number of projects like K-12 to connect elementary schools, junior high schools
and senior high schools to the Internet have been set up also in Japan. This is characterized by the
congtruction of a community by distributed networks, and various education related experimental
operations are being conducted. However, there are many technical problems in getting connected to the
Internet, and in case there is no teacher with the specific technical expertise, it is difficult to easily
participate in these communities. |f proper technical support can be obtained, it will become easier for
the schools to connect to the Internet. Moreover, if a centralized type of network is built up, it will
become possible for the local community to conduct its own independent operation. Here we are going
to make a report on Kashiwa Internet Union (KIU), a non-profit Internet service project established for
this purpose. The project plan, the policy, the routing method, and the network structure shall be
discussed.
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